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point out that Prince Bismarck, after the severe defeat his home
policy had sustained, might be tempted to retrieve his political
reputation by some success in foreign policy, which would
increase the influence of Germany in Turkey, and extend it also
to Egypt.

Recent events lead me to think that at the secret request of the
Khedive and of the Sultan he is willing to promote a provisional
arrangement in Egypt with the powerful co-operation of Arabi
Pasha, for the purpose of preventing, if possible, further blood-
shed and massacre.

If in the coming conference he seeks to maintain and increase
the influence of Germany in the East, he may possibly support
the Sultan's policy more than that of the other Powers, and then
I should not be surprised to hear that the German representative
in the conference took a somewhat different view of the status
quo the conference is to re-establish than the representatives of
England and France.

My reason for thinking this is that I have been privately told
on high authority that Prince Bismarck has been heard to attri-
bute to the status quo which England and France wish to re-
establish in Egypt the national movement against foreigners, and
the military despotism it has created. . . ."

II

In spite of the fruitless protests of the Sultan, who contended
that the latest reports proved that order had been restored, the
conference met on 22 June, under the presidency of Count
Corti. No favourable auspices attended its opening. The
Sultan's attitude in obstinately abstaining would have dis-
couraged a Moses, though it probably would not have surprised
him, but the attitude that Bismarck had taken up was even less
promising. The outrages of 11 June overshadowed the assembly,
and there was a gloomy feeling abroad that force alone could
settle the question. The first memorandum reached Berlin
after Bismarck had gone to Varzin. Lord Odo, who had accom-
panied his wife to Schlagenbad, had returned immediately to
the capital. It merely notified the meeting, expressed regret
at the abstention of Turkey, and a hope that ultimately the
Sultan's co-operation might be forthcoming. Count Hatzfeldt
can hardly be accused of going too far in calling it "a useless